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Now in its 48" year, Northwest Girlchoir transforms the lives of girls and young women through outstanding music
education, dynamic choral performances, and an enduring community. Northwest Girlchoir’s choristers come from
the greater Seattle area and represent over 70 public, private, and home schools. Choristers in grades 2-12
collaborate with inspiring conductors, pianists, peers, and guest artists and develop experience, skills, and
confidence as musicians, artists, and leaders. During a typical season, Northwest Girlchoir performs in Seattle and
across the region in season concerts and collaborations with area arts organizations, as well as nationally and
internationally at festivals and on tours. After performing inspiring December concerts last season, choristers
successfully transitioned in March 2020 to remote/online rehearsals, and they continue to grow as individual
musicians and as part of a bonded community with a rich history and promising future.

This program, A Season for Singing, continues our tradition of presenting December concert events that celebrate
diverse and joyful traditions from across the world during the holiday season. With soaring melodies, poignant
musical reflection, and energetic rhythms, we showcase our choristers and share with you the magic that we create
as a bonded artistic family, whether learning takes place in person or through synchronous remote platforms. To
produce this concert event, Northwest Girlchoir staff prepared choristers during online lessons and made rehearsal
resources for at-home use. Choristers recorded their individual performances of each piece, and those performances
were carefully curated and layered (with instrumental accompaniment, in some cases) to create the finished product
for your enjoyment!

Northwest Girlchoir is committed to racial equity, creating a welcoming, inclusive, and nurturing experience for all
choristers, families, and audiences. We honor each individual’s history, heritage, and talents. Our community is
strongest when all voices are affirmed and everyone is connected through the joy of singing.

Please visit us at www.northwestgirlchoir.org to find out more about our programs, including audition and
enrollment information. We hope you will spread the word about us to music-loving girls and their families!
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Save the Date for Northwest Girlchoir’s virtual concert & fundraiser, Spring Fling, on Friday, March 26, 2021.
Join us for this fun and festive online event featuring an All-Choir song, Ensemble, Amore with Alums, and special guest
Broadway performer & Alum Katie Diamond, '92. Also take part in an online auction and a chance to support our

choir programs. General admission tickets to this event are FREE for anyone to enjoy!

For questions, please contact our Development Director, Kate Speck, at kate@northwestgirlchoir.org.

Want to help now? We are seeking donations of auction items at info@northwestgirlchoir.org.
Or, donate financially at www.northwestgirlchoir.org. 2




A Season for Singing

Fresca (with Ensemble)

Water Under Snow is Weary (Vesi visyy lumen alle) Harri Wessman (1984)
featuring Fresca chorister artwork and Sara Jolivet, flute text by Eha Lattemae, English text by Keith Bosley

Finnish composer Harri Wessman (b. 1949) based this piece on a familiar (to most Finns) melody from the
national folk epic, The Kalevala. The words are by Estonian poet Eha Lattemde (1922-2012). This piece was made
popular by the Tapiola Choir, a world leader in the children’s choir movement, during their international tours
in the 1980s and 1990s. As a youth, Wessman played cello and string bass in the Tapiola Choir’s chamber

orchestra.
(1) Water under snow is weary. (3) But it is silent where the grass lies.
Under ice it stretches sleeping. Withered grass whose stalks are dying,
Winds are blowing, no rest for them. Under snowdrifts, oblivious.
(2) Thousand-footed flakes are dancing, (4) There is time now for slumbering.
And the blizzard-boy is whirling. There is time for snowing as well.

Winds are blowing, no rest for them.

Amabile
Winter Canon Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585), text & arranged by Andy Beck (2014)
with In the Bleak Midwinter Gustav Holst (1874-1934), text by Christina Rossetti (1930-1894)

By combining Tallis’s 16™-century melody with Holst’s poignant and beautiful winter ode, arranger Andy Beck
exposes their seamless compatibility while also contrasting their styles: the Tallis melody is sung in unison, then
a 2- and 4-part round, and the Holst song features homophonic (stacked) harmonies. In the end, we may hear
the subtle stylistic differences, but also celebrate the universality of beautifully crafted melodies and harmonies.

"Twas on a silent winter night,

The stars aglow with radiant light,
When from the sky to earth below,
There came a gentle falling snow.

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan.
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. ("Twas on...)

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long time ago. ("Twas on...)

Vivace

Riu, Riu, Chiu Anonymous Spanish Carol (c. 1556), arr. Linda Spevacek-Avery (1995)
English text by Linda Spevacek-Avery

Riu, Riu, Chiu is the song of the kingfisher, a bird who makes its nest on the river’s edge and cries out if predators
are near. Here, the kingfisher (elsewhere translated as “nightingale”) sings out about God’s protection of Mary,
the mother of Jesus. Some take this to mean that she was protected from sin or evil.

“Riu, riu, chiu,” la guarda ribera: “Riu, riu, chiu,” the river guard sings;
Dios guardé el lobo de nuestra cordera. God kept the wolf from our Lamb.



Hear the song of peace we bring to every nation,

Calling all to join, join their hearts in jubilation;

No more needless war, no more hunger for the poor,

Let the world unite helping one another more. (R, riu, chiu...)

Hear the song of hope come out in lyric form,

Like the whippoorwill who did weather through the storm.

Always look beyond; good is waiting in the wing.

When you find it, come, come and join us now and sing. (Riu, riu, chiu...)

Hear the song of love we sing to all creation,

Bringing joy to all at this time of celebration,

For the season now stands for love and hope and peace.
Carry it beyond; never let the singing cease. (Riu, riu, chiu...)

Ensemble

Deck the Halls (in 7/8) Traditional Welsh Carol, arr. James McKelvy (1966)
English text by Thomas Oliphant (1862)

Instead of the standard “march’” meter of 4/4, arranger James McKelvy shaves off one eighth-note per measure,
to give the familiar song a rollicking, uneven feel.

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, (falala...)
'Tis the season to be jolly.

Don we now our gay apparel.

Troll the ancient yuletide carol.

See the blazing yule before us.
Strike the harp and join the chorus.
Follow me in merry measure.
While | tell of yuletide treasure.

Fast away the old year passes.

Hail the new, ye lads and lasses.
Sing we joyous all together.
Heedless of the wind and weather.

Amore

Frobisher Bay James Gordon (1999), arr. Tamarack

Frobisher Bay is an arm of the Atlantic Ocean extending into southeast Baffin Island in Nunavut, Canada. It was
named for English navigator, Martin Frobisher, who in 1576 was the first European to visit while searching for
the Northwest Passage. This song, by Canadian singer/songwriter James Gordon, is beloved by choirs and solo
singers throughout North America and beyond. It tells the story of a whaling crew whose ship becomes
icebound in the Canadian Arctic during an ill-timed expedition.

(1) Cold s the Arctic Sea. (2) “One more whale,” our captain cried.
Far are your arms from me, “One more whale and we’ll beat the ice!”
Long will this winter be, But the winter star was in the sky,
Frozen in Frobisher Bay, The seas were rough, the winds were high.
Frozen in Frobisher Bay. (And cold is...)



(3) Deep were the crashing waves
That tore our whaler’s mast away,
And dark are these sunless days,
Waiting for the ice to break.

(And coldis...)

Combined Choirs

Angels! (Angels We Have Heard on High)

(1) Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
(Glory to God in the highest!)

(2) Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
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(4) Strange is the whaler’s fate
To be saved from the raging waves
Only to waste away
Frozen in this lonely grave.
(And coldis...)

19”‘ Century French Carol, arr. Ken Berg, ed. Henry Leck (2000)

(3) Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King!

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
(4) See Him in a manger laid,
Him whose birth the angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,

While our hearts in love we raise.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
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-FRESCA-
Riya Agrawal
Nora Beckner
Tess Bernstein
Clara Boylan
Aziza Brewer
Maren Brothers
Saya Buckmaster
Marie Buergel
Etta Bullaro
Alexa Chiddix
Annika Christmas
Sophia Derleth
Sophia Elias
Penny
Franklin-Bihary
Anni Graunke
Genevieve Griffin
Lucy Hart
Emmaline Haynes
Kiara Higgins
Audrey Hoover
Lucia Horvat
Adeline Johnson
Sylvie Kamb
Alina Kamrath
Joyce Kang
Eliza Kelley
Olivia Markle
Luba Massaquoi
Melody Mathisen
Lizah McCarthy
Maisie McKee
Niamh Nauroth
Allie Peck
Anna
Peretz-Williams
Liz Reimers
Rose Romano
Louisa Rough
Amaya Singla
Sophia Skoog
Sona Smith
Lilah Veralrud
Renata Walker
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Maisie Wilson
Vivian Yeager

-AMABILE-
Mira Agrawal
Nora Baernstein
Ellie Bailey
Serena Barth
Ada Braxtan
Linzhi Chan
Lauren Christiansen
McKenzie Clark
Ivana Cumic
Jenna Del Vento
Eme Graunke
Allie Hart
Lily Hsi
Elizabeth Irish
Lydia Javid
Eleanor Johnson
Morgan Johnson
Linnea Kostal
Lucy Lemley
Allison Lin
Leni Lippert
Daphne Macdonald
Fi McKee
Stella Meerman
Priya Murti
Audrey Pageler
Sahana Rattan
Anna Reimers
Isabel

Sanchez Swenson
Emmy Schindler
Ellen Schuster
Maya Shukla
Summer Singh
Asha Singla
Elise Soriano
Shira Speizer
Alexandra Stevenson
Cecelia Vaughan
Bella Yang
Cece Zhang

-VIVACE-
Grace Acarregui
Elissa Anderson
Ainsley Bethurum
Drew Blakeley
Ella Eakin
Alyssa Flaa
Nicole Gilles
Gwen Gongaware
Lauren Herman
Annika Hoover
Kate Hulslander
Haven Jacobs
Amelia Laing
Damaris Lauder
Ani Li
Sydney
Malmon-Goldberg
Kate Maschhoff
Clementine Neumark
Madison Nguyen
Micaela Omoto
Sylvia Oram
Maia Pauk
Lila Ropeta
Josephine Rough
Violet Schreiber
Emme Steinhorst
Talia Terpstra
Esme Tilghman
Vivian Tynes
Adrien Van Niel
Amelia Walker
Julia Zhang

-AMORE-

Caitlyn Anderson+
Janelle Arends
Margot Bell+
Hannah Bernstein+
Naomi Bernstein
Eemaan Bhatia
Deedee Bunker
Truly Bunker*
Molly Canwell

Sophia Christiansen
Allie Dowdy*
Rowan Drury*+
Zora Edelstein
Sydney Goldsmith
Lucinda Guthrie
Dante Hagen+
Ellie Hanson
Camille Hardie+
Anna Hinck+
Halsey Kukes
Nasra Kuti

Katie Kutz
Hannah Lam¥*
Katy Lau
Alexandra Lederman
Estelle Lee
Maggie McGough
Annika Meyers*+
Maleha Moradian
Shreya Murti*
Sarah Park*+
Chanssen Pineda*
Harper Prud’homme
Lea Repovic
Leyna Rogers
Mari Sato

Isabella Schaedig
Ginger Schreiber
Katiya Stewart
Charlotte Stober
Ina Storck

Mary Sweeney*+
Anna Thielke+
Rosalie Tucker
Eva Vallier
Annabel Wade*+
Ali White

Zahra Wooden

*Ensemble
+Seniors
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Director’s Circle ($10,000+)
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
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Benefactor’s Circle ($5,000+)

Anonymous (1)
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Anonymous (2)
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AssuredPartners of WA, LLC

Katy Brock & Phil Borgnes**
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Glaser Foundation

Carol & Glenn Horton**

Elizabeth Kain & Erik Johnson

Tom Johnston**

D.V. & Ida McEachern Charitable
Trust

Katie & Howard Rossbach**

Joyce & Gary Tomlinson**

Washington State Arts
Commission

Leadership Circle ($1,000+)

Anonymous (2)

Michael & Monica Bernstein

The Boeing Co. Gift Match
Program

Jonathan & Trish Boylan

Matthew & Shira Brewer

Ross & Susie Bunker

Hannah & Michael Carney

Rachel Engrissei*

Maria Drury

Beth & James Goldsmith

Horizons Foundation

Brian Hsi & Laura Hopper*

Paul & Beth* Inghram

Erik & Hayley Johnson

Giulia & Mark Johnson

Williams Kastner

Ryan & Travis Keay

Carol & Robert Kupyn**

John & Laura Kvasnosky**

Ken Lederman & Meredith
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Jura & Duane Litchfield

David Rodgers & Jennifer
Macallister**

Frank & Mary Montgomery**

Robert & Lori Morris**

Geri Morris* & Anthony
Auriemma

Kristina & Sandeep Murti

Liz Nichols
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Pavle Repovic & Lina Fine

Andre & Suzanne Ropeta

Salesforce.com Foundation

Scott & Evelyn Schreiber

Brian & Laura Soriano

Kate Speck

James & Renee* Stober

Alison & Doug Suttles

David & Maggie Sweeney

Stephen & Ericka Thielke**

Choral Patrons ($500-999)

Anonymous (2)

Adobe

Alaska Airlines

Matthew Bailey & Joy Weakley

Sheri & Les Biller Foundation

Sara Boos

Cathy Bounds

Joshua Buergel & Megan Hazen

Erik & Katie Christiansen

Mary Ann S. Clymer

Jill Clymer & Rob Tucker

Jeff & Joyce Cooper

John Cooper

Martha Draves

Paul & Amy Franklin-Bihary

Jeff & Jill Hanson

Paige Hansen & Joe Shankar

David & Mignon Hoover

Patrick & Sara Javid

Cassandra Johnston**

Jonathan Kamrath & Lexi Harlow

Divya Krishnan & Krishnan
Srinivasan

J. Nathan & Kristy Kutz

Bob & Joyce Lucas

Michelle Lynch**

Elizabeth & Robert Norheim**

Judi & Chuck O’Kelley**

Lisa & Robert Pageler

Aaron & Heather Price

Amy & Don Sims**

McNair Smith & Robert Massa

Sarah Speck & Doug McLennan

John & Lisa Stewart**

Carrie Tzou & Bryan White

Barbara White
Yijung Zhang & Ada Ma

Choir Supporters ($250-499)

Anonymous (4)

Manoj & Nidhi Agrawal

Diana & Michael Arends**

Kate Battuello & Larry Engel

BlueSnap

Beth Ann Bonnecroy & Paul
Hannah

Martha & Sam Casne**

Samantha Casne* & Aaron Strauss

Rebecca & Mike Chan

Anita & J. Olen Chiddix

Kristina & Rowan Christmas

Washington State Combined Fund
Drive

Sandra & Rich Counts**

Alicia Drucker*

Sandy & Bill Eske

Google Inc.

Jaqueline & Richard Hill

Carol & Dennis Hollyfield

Andy Jessup & Heidi Powell

Morgan & Nathan Jones

Bill & Nancy Klacking

Tony & Kristi Kong

Mary & Todd Lamb

Aurora & Vincent Lau

Patrick Long & Martha Hyde**

Carmel & Bobbie Lyons

Liz Mahan Lyman & Jennifer
Lyman

Benjamin McGough & Kerstin
Edlefsen

Vanessa Miller & Eric McConaghy

Jerry Millhon

Liana Montague

Eric Niebler & Margaret Rottsolk*

Gregg Omoto & Jen Reese

One Sky Family Medicine

David & Leona Partridge

John Pauk & Karen McDonough

Christine Perez

PicMonkey LLC

lan & Shannon Poll

Susan Raab-Cohen & Phil Cohen**

John Reese

A.J. Rossbach*

Rebecca Rottsolk** & Tony Costa

Andrew & Kristi Seifert

Lani Smith*

Tableau Foundation

John & Karen Thielke

Katherine & Robert Vaughan**

Travis Veralrud & Sarah
Stackhouse

Matthew & Allison Whilden

Gigi Wickwire

Partners of the Choir ($100-249)

Anonymous (13)

AmazonSmile Foundation

Emily & lvan Agerton

Susan Aigner

Justine & Greg Barton**

Clara Berg*

Andy & Rhonda Bethurum

Kim Blakeley

Joel Bodansky & Anne Leavitt**

Mike Bolasina

Joe Bono

Ann & Gunnar Brokhaug**

Kathleen & Stephen Buchanan

Linzhi Chan

Yixin Chen

Wendy Clymer

Lisa & Jeff Coleman**

Marilyn Cranston

Angela De Oliveira

Mark Derleth & Denise Chang

Jill Doran

Robin & Roger Dowdy

Peter Drury

Twila Emry

James & Cathy Engrissei**

Deanna & Craig Fryhle**

Tina & Ken Giesbers**

Greg & Rodica Gilles

Jamie Ginter

Beth & Bryon Gongaware

Nicole & Ryan Hardie

Katy Henrickson*

Ken Higgins & Jennifer Lund*

Rachel & Jamie Hoover

Thomas Irish & Rita Grace
Atmajian

Emma Johnston*

Won ku & Chun Kang

April & Bryan Kelley

Cindy & John Kent**

Dylan Kinard*

Lora Knight & Sean Cockbain**

Amy & Nathan Kostal

Raleigh Kukes & Scott Owens

Jeannie Larsen & Jim Clark**

Chris & Emily Li

Franklin Loehde

Steve & Pam Love**

Elizabeth Lowry

Noelle* & Tyler Luiten

Emerson Lynch*

Grant Macdonald & Stephani
Zador

Leanne & Seth Markle

Lauren Marshall & Michael Schell

Brian & Linda Maschhoff



Shannon & Frederick McCarthy

Kevin McKee & Tracy Nolder

Tiemen Meerman & Mykel Ziolo

Matt & Jennifer Meyers

Elizabeth Millhon

Mikel & Rollin Morrison

Steven Morrison

Dan & Kathy Mortensen

Sarah Murfin & Alex Perez Paz

Chris Nauroth & Megan Smithling

Carol Nelson

The Nguyen-Mao Family

Cherise Oram-Gaffney

Nate Parker & Sarah O’Brien

Loren Ponten

Alex Rawson & Anh Nguyen

Mike & Karen Reed

Benjamin Romano & Anna Shope

Bonnie & Dan Rough

MacKenzie Rowe*

Charlie Ruggiero & Christina
Jahncke

Holly & Lee Schindler

Lenore Schreiber

Jenny & John Scott Tynes

Eric & Pat Seebergh

Paul Sherfey & David Gemes

David Sherrard

Bina & Dharma Shukla

Kristina Sigloh

Bryce & Shaharzad Smith

Kathryn Smith

Peter Smith & Nina Salama

Rachel Spain* & Andy Baker

Elizabeth Speck

Pascal Storck & Chris Park

Andrew & Julie Tempest

Amy Theobald

Margaret & Thomas Symons

Bonnie & Stephen Tilghman

Ashley & Patrick Vail

John & Cara Vallier
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Travis Velarud & Sarah
Stackhouse

Annie & Markus von Hagel**

Christian & Jane Wade

Yvonne & Carlos Walker

Emily & Neil Willman

Lynnette Woerne

Kristine & Sung Yang

Pollyanna & Ryuhei Yokokawa

Dongxiao Zhang & Wei Cheng

Friends of the Choir (up to $99)

Anonymous (6)

Audra Andrews & Ben Mathisen

Dana & Ryan Beck

Amy & Sean Bell

Adam & Kari Brothers

Abbey Brown*

Anne Bush*

Martha Coleman*

Joan Crooks

Stephanie Dechaine

Emma Del Vento & John Reese

Tricia* & Andrew Enfield

Lauren Fisher*

Amy & John Flaa

Kamiana Gangnes*

Amber & Lippman Gee

Sherrie Gonzales**

Emily & Mark Griffin

Susan Griffin

Jeremy Guyton

Regina Hackett

Cindy & Burke Hagen

Barbara Harding

Heather Harding

Brian & Kelli Hart

Jonathan Haynes & Sarah
Troedson

Megan Hazen

Chad He & Ying Du

Michelle Helton

Abby & Caleb Henry

Maria Herman

Joe Herrin & Belinda Bail

Carina Hicks

Sarah Horton*

Russell Jacobson

Martha Jacobs & Michael
Zuberbier

Ray Jarol & Jennifer Mendelson

Katie & Rob Johnson

Bryndis Jonsson

Lewis Kamb & Angela Galloway

Frank Kohl

Adrienne & Matt Kortas

Ira & King Lam

Jamie Larsen

Meaghan Leferink

Pamela Lewis

Lorraine & Brian Lewis Phillips

Angela Light & Seth Bundy

Steven Lippert & Katy Vanderpool

Wilma Losch

Doug MacPherson

Harumi Makiyama

Ellen Malmon & Dan Goldberg

Raj & Robin Mathew

Elena Mayer

Megan & Mike McCarthy

Virginia McCullough

Hugh McCullough & Julie Shin

Isaac & Roxanne Meek

Micron Technology

April & John Middeljans

Kim & Peter Mitchell

Selina Morris*

Susan Morrison

Dick Nockleby

Janel Nockleby

Mark Nockleby

Heather Nolder

Melody Peters*

Victor Pineda & Anny Chan

Jateen Rattan & Rajnita Charan

Suzanne Rogers
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Betsy & Marshall Rose

Debra Salas & Chris Haynes
Pamela Schell

Bridget* & Ben Schuster
Teresa & Nicholas Sherman
Laura Skelton

Gabe Skoog & Jessica Owens
Alex Smith

Samantha & Timothy Stack
Scott & Linnea Steinhorst
Shayne Stevenson & Tracy Morris
Deanna Strom**

Cheryl & Rick Tedrow**
Chris & Kristin Terpstra
Valerie Thoma

Ester & Keith Thomas
T-Mobile

Gerald & Sharon Tucker
Mark Vossler

Janelle & Mark Walhout**
Rod & Elisha Walker

John Webb & Veronica Bello
Katie Weinstein

Amanda Weller

Jason & Gracia Wooden-Geraghty
Eden & Michael Xenakis

Tad Yeager & Kristina Skeen

*NWGC alumna
**NWGC alumna parent(s)

List includes gifts received July 1,
2019-December 8, 2020.
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